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M WorkRing Together is Community at its Best
The season is shifting again in the Row River Valley, berries are ripening, and the
golden light of late summer is settling in. This month’s Row River Review brings
together stories and knowledge from across our beautiful watershed, from tips on
safe swimming and local wildlife to a special look back at the history of our valley’s

schools. We're also sharing a favorite late-summer harvest: elderberries, along with
a recipe to turn them into something nourishing.

This issue highlights one of the most important initiatives in our valley right now:
Neighborhood Teams. Born out of the challenges of wildfire preparedness and
community resilience, these small, hyperlocal teams are made up of neighbors
helping neighbors. Wildfire fuel mitigation is hard for everyone, so why not make it
fun! Soon we are securing a tool library, dump trailer and chipper. Now neighbors
can work together to achieve even more! That's why growing our local action
network is so essential. The more we can coordinate as residents, sharing tools,
knowledge, and effort, the stronger and safer we become.

We've already seen what's possible. Maybe you have caught a glimpse of the Al
Kennedy Summer Youth Crew who, on behalf of the RRVCP, recently completed
wildfire mitigation projects at several homes across the valley. These important
wildfire mitigation projects can also be done together! With Neighborhood Teams,
we can keep that momentum going, yedar-round and into every corner of the valley.
In the spirit of a barn-raising, we can work quickly and successfully when neighbors
are working together.

As always, thank you for reading, for showing up, and for all the ways you care for
this land and community.

ROW RIVER VALLEY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP www.rowrivervalley.org



Meet Your Neighbor

Hello new friends in the Row River Valley,

I'm Laura Bee, a new Cottage Grove resident, here with my son,
my brother and his partner; we're homesteading just outside of
town. I'm a third-generation Oregonian, an organic gardener,
an artist, beekeeper, and mom. I've been lucky to find the Row
River Valley Community Partnership and have so enjoyed working with the team and
meeting many of you.

As Communications Specialist with RRVCP, | support several of our programs, including the
Income Survey, editing the Row River Review, and performing Mitigation Assessments
throughout the Valley. | look forward to meeting more of you along the way!

My Fire Story

My great-grandfather fought the Tillamook Burn, a massive fire that scorched
350,000 acres from 1933-1951. A logger by trade, he shared unforgettable stories of
that disaster, one that made global headlines. Little did | know that | would
eventually fight fires in my own way.

My encounter with wildfire came as a resident of Talent during the 2020 Alameda
Fire, which raced 20 miles in just four hours. From my rooftop, | watched flames
sweep through the valley, like wind-driven rapids, while aircraft roared overhead
and propane tanks exploded into the night. My neighborhood became a shelter
zone; | helped guide trapped people to safety on back-roads, and cared for injured
animals after the burn. | lost my bees.

That fire taught me hard lessons: how quickly chaos comes, how vital community
becomes, and how communication can falter just when it's most needed. Since
then, I've made it my mission to learn all | can about wildfire, preparedness, and
resilience. | now live with go-bags, solar batteries, water storage, and a rule to never
let my gas tank fall below half. I'm slowly hand-mitigating our overgrown land and
shaping our lives around fire season.

| feel so fortunate to have found RRVCP and to be part of its mission to protect this
beautiful valley. The Row River and its wild, living landscape have captured my
heart. And the people here, ~sturdy, friendly, and full of ‘can-do’ spirit~ have inspired
me. I'm here to serve, to organize, and to help us grow stronger together.

If you'd like to join Neighborhood Teams, volunteer, write your own Fire Story, or get a
mitigation plan started, please reach out: Communications@RowRiverValley.org

Lebg do-Uhip!  ~Laura jee

























AU GO

The Temppests

Shakespeare’s
classic shipwreck
saga, filled with
stormy seas, magic,
and malice -- and a
bit of romance.

ShoW Times: Th, Fri & Sat at 7:30 pm, Sun at 2:30 pm
Cottage Grove Theater, 700 Village Drive, CG
(541) 942-8001 | info@cottagetheatre.org

UST & %EPTEZX\BEK

Poetry Night
Tuesday, September 18'", 7:30-9:30pm
Kalapuya Books' long running and much

beloved Poetry Night moves to The Cottage
Events Venue (formerly at The Axe & Fiddle).

FREE! Come one, come all!

Concerts in the Park

Wednesdays, 5:30-8:00 pm.
Bohemia Park, CG

5 Skip Jones & Spirit of New Orleans
3 Luke Cole

‘0 Fox Hollow Boys

7 The Men From S.U.R.F.

Neighborhood Teams ﬁ @H K

th
Sunday, September 14 L»m p”” ’
3:00-6:00pm \
Row River Grange, 34360 Row River Rd, CG

RRVCP WELCOMES YOU to a Community Event
Food ~ Raffle Prizes ~ Opportunities ~ Sign-Up
See more on pages 6 & 7

Sunshine Club
Wednesday, September 3rd, 9:30-12:00
At the little white church: 37553 Row River Rd

Potluck lunch included
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